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TURNING RISKS INTO OPPORTUNITIES FOR [INSERT YOUR COMMUNITY] YOUTH





The current situation our young people face during after-school hours is alarming:  Nationwide, up to 15 million “latchkey children” return to an empty house on any given afternoon (U.S. Census Bureau, Urban Institute estimates, 2000).  [If possible, insert relevant local statistics.]  With this in mind, it is critical that members of our community strive to improve and expand after-school opportunities for youth.





Youth who don’t participate in after-school programs are at greater risk of academic failure, drug use, and antisocial behavior.  Even more disconcerting, violent juvenile crime triples in the hour after school ends, according to Fight Crime, an organization of America's leading police chiefs, prosecutors, sheriffs, and crime victims.





Fortunately, high-quality after-school programs can be powerful antidotes.  And we have an exceptional example right here in [insert your community].  [Insert brief description of your organization’s program].





[Insert your program] is a part of 4-H Afterschool, an initiative that is helping 4-H and other youth-serving organizations build more outstanding after-school programs in communities nationwide.  By widely disseminating proven expertise, training, and curricula, 4-H Afterschool is helping organizers provide young people with fun learning opportunities that contribute to their emotional, social, physical, and academic development.





Recent studies have underscored the effectiveness of after-school programs.  In the 2002 Wallace-Reader’s Digest Funds survey, for example, more than 80 percent of parents with children in after-school programs said they observed numerous benefits, including new skills and more positive behaviors.





As long as parents, youth, and other community stakeholders continue to support initiatives like [insert your program’s name], we can turn after-school hours from a time of risk into a time of valuable opportunities for our children.





[Insert your name]


[Insert your title]








