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[Insert Date]





Strengthening America’s After-School Programs





Dear Editor,





In [insert your community] and across America, youth who don’t participate in organized after-school programs are at greater risk for antisocial behavior, substance abuse, and poor academic performance, according to the U.S. Department of Education.  





With this alarming reality in mind, it’s not surprising that many people now see after-school programs as extremely valuable resources.  In fact, more than 80 percent of parents described them as essential components of their communities in a 2000 Afterschool Alliance survey.





Fortunately, parents and youth in your audience can benefit from an exceptional after-school program based right here in [insert your community].  [Insert a brief sentence or two about your program (i.e., name, where it meets, goals, activities, etc.)].





[Insert name of program] is part of 4-H Afterschool, a nationwide initiative providing expertise, training, and curricula to help organizers foster effective after-school programs in urban, suburban, and rural communities.





Your readers will appreciate learning about after-school programs and how they can enrich the lives of their children.  I’ve enclosed a [insert either “press release” or “opinion piece,” depending on which you decide to submit] that provides more information about the program here in [insert your community].  If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact me at [insert phone number] or via e-mail at [insert e-mail address].





Thank you for your time and consideration.





Sincerely,








[Insert Name]


[Insert Position]





Enclosure








