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(Insert date)





(Insert your name)


(Insert your phone number)


(Insert your email address)





AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM PROVIDES [INSERT YOUR COMMUNITY] YOUTH WITH OUTSTANDING LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES





[Insert Your Organization] Fulfills Critical Community Mission





(INSERT CITY, STATE) – [Insert your program], a part of the 4-H Afterschool initiative, is meeting important [insert your community] priorities by providing safe, healthy, enriching after-school activities that enable youth to have fun while developing lifelong skills.





[Insert two sentences about your after-school program.  The first sentence should cover the 5 Ws (who, what, why, when, and where).  The second sentence should provide a notable fact about your program.]





4-H Afterschool is a cohesive source of training, programmatic curricula, and technical assistance for after-school organizers throughout the country.  The aim is to foster more programs, like [insert your program], that empower youth to learn by doing, while helping them grow emotionally, socially, academically, and physically.





“Keeping young people safe and out of trouble is just part of the story of the [insert your program] program.  What we’re really doing is helping them to grow and learn, and providing them with invaluable skills that they will use for the rest of their lives,” said [insert your name, position].





- more - 





The need for more programs like this is acute.  Currently, as many as 15 million American children do not participate in adult-organized activities after school (U.S. Census Bureau, Urban Institute estimates, 2000).  The negative results are well documented.  For instance, youth who do not engage in after-school activities are 49 percent more likely to have used drugs and 37 percent more likely to have become teen parents than those who spend one to four hours a week in extracurricular activities, according to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.





After-school programs greatly reduce these types of risks.  In a 2002 Wallace-Reader’s Digest Funds survey, more than 80 percent of parents with children in after-school programs said they worried less about the safety of their children; 85 percent said their children enjoyed school more because of the programs.





“Making sure America’s youth are positively engaged during after-school hours is more critical now than ever before,” said Dr. Eddie Locklear, Director of 4-H Afterschool.  “I want to commend [insert your organization and/or program] for being an important part of the after-school solution.”





To learn more about [insert your organization], please contact [insert your name and contact information].





For more information about 4-H Afterschool, please visit www.4hafterschool.org.





###








