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LOCAL YOUTH JOINED MORE THAN 300 FLORIDA 4-H TEENS FROM THROUGHOUT THE STATE FOR A WEEK OF COMMUNITY SERVICE, SCHOLARSHIP, AND WORKSHOPS
GAINESVILLE, Fla. – Over 350 Florida 4-H teens arrived in Gainesville last week, for “Lights, Camera, 4-H”: this year’s theme for Florida 4-H Congress.  The 5 day event known as Congress is a culmination of events for Florida’s 4-H youth.  Held on the campus of the University of Florida, Congress publicly recognizes the work of 4-H’ers who have been making an impact in their local clubs and communities. 
The 2011 Florida 4-H Congress brought youth together from 67 counties throughout the state and provided an environment for 4-H members to exchange ideas, hear success stories and learn by doing.  4-H members were able to learn alongside other 4-H’ers, and participate in educational workshops, activities and competitions; covering a range of subject matter including science and technology, citizenship, leadership, and environmental education amongst others.
INSERT LOCAL PARAGRAPH HERE:

[(insert your county name) County was well represented with (insert # of attendees) participants in this year’s Congress.  County Agent (insert your name here) said, “(insert your quote here).”
After checking into UF dorms (insert local county name) 4-H’ers headed over to UF’s student union to meet other 4-Hers from all over the state.   A high-energy opening rally rocked the Reitz Union ballroom with enough noise to do a rock concert proud.   Attendees were welcomed and entertained by youth speaker Bill Cordes, who kept the energy high for over an hour straight.
Tuesday opened with the state competitive events for youth who had projects in events ranging from clothing, leisure arts, mechanical and electrical projects to communication and media arts.  Community Pride winners were celebrated during a luncheon.  Florida 4-H and UnitedHealthcare officially launched a new partnership – Youth Voice: Youth Choice – which will provide more than $55,000 in grants to Florida 4-H to develop and administer programs that will help young people improve their health through exercise, diet and personal safety.  The evening ended with a fashion show where youth modeled clothing they designed and hemmed for a variety of occasions including, sportswear, formal gowns, business attire, and casual wear.  These were just some of the categories youth earned recognition from their designs. 

Mid-week events highlighted youth selecting new State Council Officers, a Clovers and Company performance and scholarship interviews.    Wednesday also marked the Florida 4-H initiated; 4-H National Day of Service.  Where 4-H members attending Florida 4-H Congress invited 4-H members across Florida and the nation to join them in a 4-H Day of Service.  Florida 4-H volunteered time to 13 different community service projects within Gainesville.  
The workshops continued on Thursday.  On Thursday evening, the week was highlighted with an Awards Banquet to recognize senior level 4-Hers for their hard work and accomplishments.  The awards banquet recognized scholarship winners as well as youth selected to represent Florida 4-H at national events.  The youth State Council Officers were installed during the ceremony.  The 2011 Congress ended Friday morning as youth packed to return home.
Local 4-H’ers recognized at the state level include:  (list any local 4-H’ers who received awards or recognition during this year’s congress)
Founded in 1909, the Florida 4-H Youth Development Program works with more than 240,000 rural, suburban and urban youth ages 5-18 and is active in all 67 counties, and with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. The 4-H program is the youth development program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service (CES) which is headquartered in Gainesville within UF’s IFAS.  The CES is funded by a partnership between federal, state and county government agencies.   The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other services only to individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS, Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating.  For more information about Florida 4-H, visit www.florida4h.org.
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