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Florida 4-H Seeks Stories from Alumni
Florida 4-H alumni asked to submit “THAT’S MY FLORIDA 4-H STORY!”

(GAINESVILLE, FL) -  In 2009, the Florida 4-H Youth Development Program celebrates its Centennial anniversary. As part of the celebrations, the youth development program from the University of Florida IFAS Extension is asking former and current Florida 4-H members, parents, volunteers and community partners to submit, “That’s My Florida 4-H Story.”   

With over 230,000 current members, Florida 4-H is the state’s largest non-formal youth development program. Rooted in Florida agriculture, the program began when school administrators in the early 1900s were trying to get farmers to accept hybrid seed stock. Working with youth in Marion, Bradford, and Alachua counties, these educators provided seed corn to young men, offering incentives for growing corn that exceeded the normal corn production at the time. This method of working with youth became an effective way to influence adults and teach youth needed career skills. 
Once corn clubs for boys began, the program soon expanded to girls clubs and work with African American youth. The county based 4-H program was successful in schools and communities across Florida. Many youth had significant learning experiences during their 4-H careers as many adult volunteers or professionals guided them on their way. The stories of successful and failed project work in home and farm activities, as well as the leadership skills learned, are the basis for many of the stories the program’s leaders seek. 
“Florida 4-H has influenced the lives of millions of Floridians throughout the past 100 years,” said Marilyn Norman, Ph.D., associate professor and associate dean over the state’s 4-H program. “We’re asking former and current 4-H members to share those experiences with us.”   
“THAT’S MY FLORIDA 4-H STORY” may be sent to the Florida 4-H State Office, 3103 McCarty Hall B, Gainesville, FL 32611-0225, or emailed to FourH@ifas.ufl.edu. Shorter stories may also be submitted at the following website address: http://florida4h.org/about/contact_us2.shtml.
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Information the program’s leaders want to garner include:  basic contact information, where they were as a 4-H member, the type of experiences they had, what they did and learned, as well as recounting significant relationships developed with peers and adults. 
“Many youth and adults held offices, served as camp counselors, exhibited at fairs, or have record books that may serve as excellent sources of ideas written during teen-age years,” said Norman. “We’re asking the community to help us celebrate our 100th anniversary by providing us their insight into our rich history.”  

Although, the Florida 4-H program remains richly connected to Florida agriculture, it has expanded to offer youth experiences into science, engineering, and technology, healthy life choices, as well as citizenship and leadership skills.  Florida 4-H is committed to youth development and teaching valuable life skills to youth. With the supportive environment of clubs, classroom experiences, and camps - all under the coaching of trained volunteers – the program helps youth develops essential skills on belonging, independence, mastery, and generosity.  
Florida 4-H Youth Development offers youth, ages 5 – 18, diverse project topics available in all 67 counties, and with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Florida 4-H is the youth development program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service (CES), headquartered in Gainesville within UF’s IFAS Extension.  The CES is funded by a partnership between federal, state and county government agencies.   

For more information about Florida 4-H, visit www.florida4h.org or contact your county Extension office.  All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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