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Going Green Theme at 2008 Florida 4-H Congress a Success for Teens
Hundreds of Florida 4-H teens invaded Gainesville last week for five days of fun, socializing education and awards.  More than 350 teens from 56 of Florida’s 67 counties were at the 2008 Florida 4-H Congress themed, “It’s a Green Thing!”   

The 2008 Florida 4-H Congress, an annual state event, took place at the University of Florida from July 21 through July 25.  The event called Congress is a culmination of events for 4-H youth throughout Florida who have competed at their county and district level and move on to the state competitions for awards, recognition, scholarships and prizes.    
LOCAL WINNERS

Youth from [COUNTY NAME] County placed at competitions during Congress.  They are: 

[YOUTH NAME], from [CITY OR HIGH SCHOOL] earned [PLACEMENT, AWARD OR SCHOLARSHIP NAME]

[SUGGESTION TO INCLUDE A BRIEF EXPLANATION ABOUT THE AWARD OR PLACEMENT BY YOUTH] 

[SUGGESTION TO INCLUDE A QUOTE FROM THE COUNTY AGENT or CED ABOUT LOCAL WINNERS]

-more -

ABOUT CONGRESS
Hundreds of people checked into UF dorms carrying everything from ironing boards to prom dresses on the first day. A high-energy opening rally rocked the Reitz Union ballroom with enough noise to do a rock concert proud. 

Tuesday opened with the state competitive events for youth who had projects in events ranging from clothing, leisure arts, mechanical and electrical projects to waste management.  It also marked the beginning of the science and technology tracks and community awareness workshops both designed to motivate teens to go green in their local communities with hands-on activities about sustainable living and environmentally friendly agricultural topics.  
The evening ended with a fashion show where youth modeled clothing they designed and hemmed for a variety of occasions including, sportswear, formal gowns, business attire, and casual wear.  These were just some of the categories youth earned recognition from their designs. 

Mid-week events highlighted youth selecting new State Council Officers, a conservation scavenger hunt and scholarship interviews.  The science and technology tracks continued on bio-diesel fuel and the effects of weather on agriculture.  Community Pride winners were celebrated during a luncheon.  Wednesday ended with a Share the Fun event where youth won awards for an air band concert and winners from Tuesday’s competitions were recognized.   
The workshops continued on Thursday.  The evening awards banquet recognized scholarship winners as well as youth selected to represent Florida 4-H at national events.  The youth State Council Officers were installed during the ceremony.  The 2008 Congress ended Friday morning as youth packed to return home. 
The first 4-H Club Congress was held at the University of Florida in 1964 signifying the first co-educational event for the Florida 4-H program.  Each year the event’s theme changes.  
ABOUT FLORIDA 4-H
Founded in 1909, Florida 4-H Youth Development Program works with more than 230,000 youth ages 5-18 and is active in all 67 counties, and with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Florida 4-H is the youth development program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service (CES) which is in Gainesville within UF’s IFAS.  The CES is funded by a partnership between federal, state and county government agencies.   For more information about Florida 4-H, visit www.florida4h.org or contact your county extension office.  All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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