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4-H: More Than You Ever Imagined




What do former Vice President Al Gore, country singing sensation Faith Hill, popcorn pioneer Orville Redenbacher and late-night talk show host David Letterman have in common?  All four of these individuals are on the list of notable 4-H alumni.  



4-H alumni also includes youth who would become 14 governors, 33 university presidents and chancellors, 31 CEOs, four astronauts and 60 million others who are proud to call the themselves 4-H alumni.  While most people associate 4-H with its agricultural roots, now less than half 4-H members live on farms.  Today, 4-H has expanded to include youth in suburban and urban areas. 



While some think that 4-H is cows and cooking, 4-H now encompasses hundreds of ‘projects’ for young people to learn leadership, citizenship and life skills.  Project choices are varied, including rocketry, public speaking, GPS mapping, photography, nutrition, electricity, companion animals and community service.  With all of these projects, [COUNTY NAME] County Extension wants to help you find one that is of interest to your child and family.



4-H is in every community across America, including all 50 states, Washington, D.C. and U.S. territories and U.S. military installations worldwide.  In Florida, 4-H is the youth development program of the University of Florida, making 4-H the only youth development program with direct access to technological advances from university research.  Administered through the Florida Cooperative Extension Service, 4-H offers youth ages 5 to 18 “learn by doing” experiences encouraging experimentation, innovation and independent thinking.




4-H began in response to young people and their need for better agricultural training in the late 1890’s and early 1900’s. In 1901 and 1902, A.B. Graham, a school principal in Ohio, began to promote vocational agriculture in rural schools in out-of-school clubs, with officers, projects, meetings, and record requirements. Graham sought assistance from the Ohio Agriculture Experiment Station and The Ohio State University.  This is said to be the beginnings of 4-H.  
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Over time, most states organized clubs outside their schools, with rural parents serving as volunteer leaders for the youth clubs, and County Extension agents providing materials.  In these clubs, young people would learn the new scientific agricultural techniques, model them in their demonstrations, and teach them to others. Farmers and rural families saw the practical benefits of 4-H, and support for the organization grew.




Today, 4-H is structured in much the same way as it was decades ago.  County Extension Agents, along with volunteers and parents create a fun learning environment for youth in [COUNTY NA ME] County.  Community clubs, camping, special interest groups, after school clubs and in-school activities are all ways that youth can participate in 4-H.  



In addition youth may participate in leadership, citizenship and civic governance activities at the county, district and state level.  By participating in 4-H your child will learn team work, communication and decision making skills to help them be valuable members in the communities in which we live, work and play.




If you are interested in finding out more information about [COUNTY NAME] County 4-H, please contact the University of Florida IFAS Extension at [CONTACT PHONE NUMBER] or visit our Web site at www.florida4h.org. 



Founded in 1909, Florida 4-H Youth Development Program works with more than 263,000 youth ages 5-18 and is active in all 67 counties, and with the Seminole Tribe of Florida. Florida 4-H is the youth development program of the Florida Cooperative Extension Service (CES), headquartered in Gainesville within UF’s IFAS.  The CES is funded by a partnership between federal, state and county government agencies.   For more information about Florida 4-H, visit www.florida4h.org or contact your county Extension office.  All programs are open to all persons regardless of race, color, age, sex, handicap or national origin.
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