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F L O R I D A  4 - H 

VOLUNTEER NEWS 

March, 2010 

The Volunteer News would like to receive articles from you regarding volunteers in your 

area.  Please forward your articles to our Reporter, Trisha Depew, at 

trisha_depew@yahoo.com 

 

 

Recharge Your Batteries! 
 

Once again volunteers from all over Florida will 

gather at Camp Ocala. They will be learning, sharing, 

teaching, and most important recharging themselves for 

the work they do with our youth. This annual gathering 

will take place the weekend of April 23-25, 2010. We want you to join 

us! 

The theme for this year is 4-H 101. We will focus on the learning 

process for many project areas. For new leaders there are workshops to 

help you learn how to work with our youth, how to teach the projects, 

and how to have fun! For our more experienced volunteers this will 

give us the opportunity to recharge, share, and learn new and updated 

projects. For all of us, this will give us a chance to talk and network 

with our fellow volunteers. 

All work and no play can wear us out. So we have a few opportu-

nities to liven things up. Beginning with an opening activity designed to 

get us up and moving to line dancing, and an evening boat ride, we 

want you to have fun while you are learning. 

One special event is aimed at bringing out the ñinner you.ò  On 

Saturday night we will have a Talent Show. You may do whatever you 

wish. Sing, dance, act, tell jokes, whatever. Bring your talent and any 

necessary equipment (yes Nancy Jo I have my dulcimer) and be pre-

pared to perform! 

All in all, this promises to be a great weekend.  Hope to see you 

there! 

 

Ellen 

 

 2010 Volunteer Forum  

April 23 - 25, 2010  

Camp Ocala  

mailto:kandh129@embarqmail.com
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One Good Outing Deserves Another 

 

 On Thursday, April 22, 2010 the gov-

ernment in Tallahassee will be overrun by a 

sea of GREEN. Hundreds of youth and adults 

from Florida 4-H will descend upon the city to 

show support for 4-H. How could you top 

this?  By attending the annual State Volunteer 

Forum! After experiencing the enthusiasm in 

Tallahassee what better way to keep going is 

there than to go to Camp Ocala and spend the 

weekend with fellow volunteers learning and 

sharing. Contact your agent for information on 

the Forum or log on to the state website under 

Volunteers. See you there! 

Lights, Camera, Action! 
 

Why should Share The Fun just be for the kids? Adults can have fun too!  

We all know that inside each of us is a secret. Some of our ñsecretsò are known to a few, and 

some of our secrets are known to no one. Some of us have a secret desire to get up in front of a 

crowd and perform. This is your chance! On Saturday night at this yearsô Volunteer Forum we 

are having a Talent Show. Bring out your hidden talent and get up in front of friends and Share 

that Talent! Get ready for an evening of listening to our peers entertain us as we all show off 

our talents. Bring your costumes, instruments, and what-

ever you need and letôs do it! 

 

Scholarships Available 

  

 In this time of unemployment and tight budgets it 

is difficult to ask volunteers to spend money to learn 

their craft. No one knows this better than other volun-

teers. That is why our Volunteer Association has worked 

hard to lend a hand. We are happy to offer low costs for 

our annual Forum, and Scholarships! Simply by attend-

ing this forum you can be eligible for one of 45 scholar-

ships of $50 each! In addition five attendees will earn a scholarship to attend the Southeastern 

Regional Volunteer Forum (Rock Eagle) in Georgia. If you attended our forum last year you 

can earn $50 by bringing a friend, or two, or three, or more.  Two of these awards will be 

given. We want to have as many attendees as possible to our forum and we hope these incen-

tives will help our volunteers to attend. See you there! 



 

 

FLORIDA 4 -H VOLUNTEER ASSOCIATION  Page 3 

V O L U N T E E R  N E W S 

 

2 AWARDS TO HONOR VOLUNTEERS AND STAFF  
 
The Florida 4 -H Volunteer Association is inviting nominations for two (2) awards to be selected af-
ter April 2 nd  to be announced during the State 4 -H Volunteer Forum, April 23 -25 . 
 
A. Criteria for (1) Volunteer and (1) Staff òMember of Excellenceó award, include: 
Must be an Association member.  
Support and/or work toward Association purpose and goals.  
Support and/or work toward current Association program initiatives.  
No Association officer is eligible.  
Any 4 -H participant may nominate a candidate.  
 

The Volunteer òMember of Excellenceó recipient will receive a complimentary registration 
for the Southern Regional Leader Forum at Rock Eagle.  The Staff òMember of Excellenceó 

recipient will receive a $100 cash award.  

 
Each award may only be received one time, by any member.  For each award, please submit a let-
ter of nomination by 5:00pm, April 2nd  to: FL 4-H Volunteer Association ; Attn:  Bill Heltemes,  
Northeast District Regional Specialized Agent, Florida 4 -H Youth Development, PO Box 110225, 
Gainesville, FL 32611 -0225, whelteme@ufl.edu , Fax:   (352) 846 -0999.  A review committee will be 

PERSON NOMINATED:    

COUNTY:    

NOMINEE STATUS:  STAFF:    VOLUNTEER:    

NOMINATED BY:    

In 100 words or less please tell us why this person is deserving of this award:  
 

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
Please use additional pages if necessary : 

mailto:whelteme@ufl.edu
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The Youth Development Institute  
By Lindsay Peterson 

 
The Youth Development Institute, or YDI for short, was held January 25 - 28, 2010 at the University 
Hilton Conference Center in Gainesville, FL.  This was the first year for YDI and I found myself 
pleasantly surprised by the organization and dedication to providing a long lasting learning experi-
ence that could be utilized outside of the conference and shared with those who were unable to at-
tend the institute.  
 
The classes consisted of subjects such as science and technology, finance, leadership skills and agri-
cultural, just to name a few.  There were so many classes offered that everyone had to make the 
tough decision of which classes to take and which ones to hopefully take the next year.  The institute 
was full of hands on activities where one could participate in the action.  Some activities included 
handling a tarantula with the entomology experts, checking the percolation of the surrounding soil 
through the Project Learning Tree and learning to access different conferencing methods through 
the more technological advanced age of computers. 
 
When class wasn't in session we socialized and made friends with other volunteers or extension 
agents that we may not have had a chance to really sit down with and get to know previously.  It 
was a great experience and the connections made and the topics learned will undoubtedly stick with 
us as we move into our next event the State Forum! 
 


